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The Politicization of Adoption: 
The Need for Perspective 

1

Sometimes you have to step back from your topic or your field 
or your engrossing activity in order to get a clearer perspective 
on what is happening. The bald fact is that going through the 
adoption process is a stressful trial for anybody. The process, as 
it has evolved within its political/bureaucratic context, is 
demanding, often invasive, and sometimes frustrating.  
We at TDH do our best put a positive spin on the steps of the 
process and treat it with as much equanimity as we can muster. 
And we try to encourage our prospective adoptive parents to be 
as positive, courageous, and cheerfully persevering in the face 
of bureaucratic adversity as possible. We have a track record of 
having been able to surmount a number of very difficult 
objections and impediments on behalf of our parents. 
It is important to remember that adoption is based on personal 
tragedy. The starting point is the undeniable fact that human 
beings have a personal profound need to have children. And 
for several different reasons, all of them serious, some couples 
are deprived of the possibility of having children. Again for 
various serious reasons, some children are deprived of their 
natural parents. Yes, sex, cultural prejudices and social 
pressures distort those fundamental points, but in the big 
evolutionary picture, they are trivialities. That our species must 
reproduce itself is a natural imperative embedded deeply 
within all of us. As far as we at TDH are concerned, that fact 
bestows on all couples the right to have children, naturally or 
by adoption. Many politicians do not agree, and unfortunately 
that fact is important. 
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Children’s Rights 
Children’s Rights and International Adoption are historically tied to the developing concept of 
international law. The need for international law is influenced by the development of technology, 
communication and transportation. As the individual human experience of the world expands the 
individual nations, each within its own set of disparate cultural variations, are more and more forced to 
deal with each other’s differences in various ways. Conflicts arise. Thus the need for international law 
as a regulatory control on international behaviour is based on the rise of a need among nations to have 
some sort of common regulation of international behaviour (war, trade, and crime). 
One would not have thought that the topic of children would be included among the political concerns 
over war, trade and crime. However, it is. As it turns out, national cultural attitudes towards children 
differ considerably. Some cultures did not consider children to be human beings until they could speak 
properly for themselves. (Romans). Others considered children to be units of national property 
(UNICEF). Yet others recognized them as full human beings with rights (TDH among many others). 
“Humanium” (http://www.humanium.org/en/child-rights/) has created a “Map on the Respect of 
Children’s Rights Worldwide” which focuses on the situation of children and their most basic rights. 
The http://www.humanium.org/en/child-rights/ map has been created in accordance with the 
“Realization of Children’s Rights Index” which rates a country’s progress in implementing Children’s 
Rights on a scale from 0-10. As can be easily seen at a glance, the global track record on children is not 
very good.  

 
The Politicization of International Adoption 
“Children” is a politicized topic. The topic of children’s rights was originally politicized by the British 
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activist sisters, Eglantyne Jebb and Dorothy Buxton, the 
founders of the British NGO, Save the Children, in 
1924, when they handed over the idea that children 
should have their rights recognized to the League of 
Nations. The unchallenged assumption was that 
‘children’s rights’ was properly a political question. And 
the conviction that politicians should determine the 
course of children rights was inherited by the League’s 
successor, the United Nations, where it remains today.  
It has been merely assumed, ever since then, that 
“children” and everything associated with them, 
including international adoption, appropriately falls under the political jurisdiction of international law. 
And international law has been developing under the aegis of an NGO called the Hague Conference, 
located in the city of The Hague, Netherlands.  
The modus operandi of the Conference is to promote international conventions. The effect of the various 
conventions depends upon who signs them and the degree to which the other signers are ready and able 
and willing to produce moral pressure on those who do not abide by the convention rules, that is, the 
politics of the individual convention. Signing Hague Conventions is a serious matter because signing a 
Hague Convention is a step away from national sovereignty towards a world government. 
The First Session of the Hague Conference on Private International Law was convened in 1893 by the 
Netherlands Government on the initiative of T.M.C. Asser (Nobel Peace Prize 1911). Prior to the Second 
World War, six Sessions were held (1893, 1894, 1900, 1904, 1925 and 1928). The Seventh Session in 1951 
marked the beginning of a new era with the preparation of a Statute which made the Conference a 
permanent intergovernmental organization. The Statute entered into force on 15 July 1955. Since 1956, 
regular Plenary Sessions are held every four years, the Twenty-First of which met in 2007, then 2011, and 
there will be another session this year, 2015. 
 Since 1893, the Hague Conference on Private International Law, a melting pot of different legal 
traditions, has developed and serviced Conventions, in eleven different sections, which respond to 
global needs in the following areas. As the list indicates, the Conference‘s “children” section has 
become its bread-and-butter division, since it has not been able to do much under “legal” or 
“finance”. 

 

 
International protection of 
children, family and property 
relations: 

International legal co-operation 
and litigation: 

International commercial and 
finance law: 

 

 International protection of children  
- Child Abduction Section 
! INCADAT   
- Intercountry Adoption Section 
- The "Parentage / Surrogacy 
Project"  

 International child support and other 
forms of family maintenance  
- Child Support and Family 
Maintenance Section iSupport   

 International protection of adults  

 Relations between (former) spouses 

 Wills, trusts, estates 

 
 International legal and 

administrative co-operation  
     - Apostille Section  
       (incl. e-APP) 
     - Service Section  
     - Evidence Section  

 Jurisdiction and enforcement of 
judgments  
     - Choice of Court Section  
     - The "Judgments Project" 

 
 Contracts  

- Choice of law in 
 international contracts  

 Torts 
 Securities  
 Trusts  
 Recognition of companies 

 
 



 

 

4 

Spring  2015 TDH QUARTERLY 

To date thirty-nine Hague conventions have been signed. The Adoption Convention is the thirty-third.  
(33. Convention of 29 May 1993 on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of 
Intercountry Adoption). 
The official members who make up this convention are not elected representatives. The Hague 
Conference has currently 78 Members: 77 States and 1 Regional Economic Integration Organization.  
These are the people who have produced the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption. Its 
interpretation (not its actual content or principles, but the extremes of its intepretation) has produced a 
process which is in fact limiting international adoption, the very process it set out to protect. This 
interpretation is responsible, in principle, for the lengthening of the adoption process, the proliferation 
of bureaucratic demands on adoptive parents, and even the escalating costs of international adoption.  
 
THE HAGUE CONVENTION… ON ADOPTION 

  
(Copied from the HCCH site: http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=text.display&tid=45#) 
 
“The Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry 
Adoption (Hague Adoption Convention) and its “Guide” protects children and their families against the 
risks of illegal, irregular, premature or ill-prepared adoptions abroad. This Convention, which operates 
through a system of national Central Authorities, reinforces the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (Art. 21) and seeks to ensure that intercountry adoptions are made in the best interests of the 
child and with respect for his or her fundamental rights. It also seeks to prevent the abduction, the sale 
of, or traffic in children. For further information, see the Outline of the Convention or the more 
detailed "Information Brochure" on the Convention.  
 

Please note that the Permanent Bureau of the Hague Conference has no mandate to assist in individual 
adoption cases. If you have a question relating to intercountry adoption and your country is a Party to the 
1993 Adoption Convention, please contact the Central Authority designated by your country.  

The meaning of this warning paragraph is that the Hague Conference wants to claim that it has no 
responsibility for how its Adoption Convention is applied or any of its consequences to individual 
couples or children. The warning has been published by the Conference because of the large numbers 
of complaints registered against the Adoption Convention as well as the perception of its destruction of 
international adoption. 
 

Brendan Cavanaugh  
brendan@tdh.ca 

 



 

 

5 

Spring  2015 TDH QUARTERLY 

Rehoming and the Need for Viable Parent Support 

1

It appears that rehoming is quite popular in the US; 
“Americans use the Internet to abandon children adopted 
from overseas” was a report filed by Megan Thohey on 
September 9, 2013. It was distributed by Reuters and shared 
by NBC. (cf. 
http://www.reuters.com/investigates/adoption/#article/par
t1). It detailed the rehoming experience of a young teen-age 
girl in the US. 
While the incidence of rehoming seems to be lower in 
Canada, a similar report was posted by Allya Davidson and 
Julia Whalen, on CBC News 0n Nov 13, 2014 
(http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/online-adoption-
rehoming-legal-loopholes-allow-children-to-be-given-away-
1.2833796 ) about the attempted rehoming of 5-year old 
Moses from BC to Texas. 
The first report is about adoptions in the US. The report 
features a particular teen-age girl from Liberia adopted by a 
family with other children. The parents did not handle the girl 
well and were concerned about her influence on their other 
children. So the mother had recourse to the Internet, found a 
couple willing to accept the girl – under the ‘re-homing’ 
principle. The adoptive couple drove to the receiving couple’s 
trailer and handed the girl over with a ‘receipt’ of a “power of 
attorney” document which both couples signed. The receiving 
couple were incompetent to handle the problem. Eventually 
they were traced and confronted by the various authorities. 
The report about Moses is similar in its essence – the parents 
were unable to handle the behaviour the child presented, and 
sought a solution on their own, finding on internet a group of 
parents looking to adopt children, and posting that their 5 
year old boy was available if someone wanted him. Within a 
short time Moses was escorted by his adoptive father to Texas 
and given to a single woman whom they had met only online. 
But this is not an article about these cases; it is an initial 
article about the idea of rehoming. The cases are cited to 
support the point that rehoming is happening in the US and 
in Canada. 
Canada does not regulate rehoming. Up to this point there 
has been no reason for formal regulation. In fact, rehoming is 
not illegal in Canada. What is illegal is bringing a child across 
the Canadian border with this intent. With all the good will in 

2

the world, rule-bound Social Service has its own list of 
horror stories that rules and their interpretation either 
caused or could not handle. The adoption process needs 
to incorporate more skilful, effective and responsible 
support. 
The ‘re-homing’ issue is becoming a major topic in the 
US. At this point it seems that it has not yet taken hold to 
the same extent in Canada, but it is only a matter of 
time. Why did the adoptive parents transfer the children? 
Did they have support from their agency or the local 
authorities? Why did the receiving families take the 
children? One of the women said it is “because it made 
me feel important”; a motive that indicates yet another 
problem, not a solution. Why did the authorities get 
involved? Was it because complaints were made about 
rules and regulations not being followed – or a genuine 
concern for the welfare of the children?  
What do the critics say? Several point to the fact that the 
couples had no support, were overwhelmed, and did 
what they thought was best at the time. So, what is the 
moral of the story? Again, it seems to be that the 
adoption process needs to incorporate more skillful, 
effective and responsible support. Clearly the adoptive 
family were out of their depth; the receiving couple could 
have benefited by better education and guidance; and 
they certainly should be subject to evaluation and follow-
up. 
The adoption agency is not mentioned in the report. In 
Canada, there is no uniform requirement for adoption 
agencies to follow up with children adopted from 
overseas. In the case of Moses, although the agency 
seems to have been involved, there was nothing that 
could be done until the child was actually reported 
missing from Canada. No community support is 
mentioned; but did the family know of any? So, where is 
support to be found? 
We at TDH are looking at this problem very seriously. In 
fact, we think that parent support and education is a 
prudent approach to this problem. But such activity is 
not to be undertaken lightly. Intervention in people’s 
lives is an undertaking that is fraught with problems: 
there are costs for expert personnel; there is the threat of 
lawsuits; there are the practical matters of time and 
distance; there are the legal issues of responsibility – all 
of those threats are very serious. 
At this point, we have not made any decision about what 
to do. But we think that, at least regarding the adoptions 
for which we have been responsible, we have a moral 
obligation to try to come up with a viable process of 
parent support. Any comments from our readership 
would be welcome.  
 

Brendan Cavanaugh  
Brendan@tdh.ca 
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Adoption Program Updates:  
*These updates reflect Januaruy – March 2015. 

1

Haiti  

Notre coordinatrice arrive d’Haïti ou elle y a passé près 
d’un mois. Elle a récupéré la nouvelle accréditation de 
Terre des Hommes Ontario, rencontré à plusieurs 
reprises différents intervenants et quelques crèches, 
coordonné la visite de volontaires.  
L’IBESR progresse dans l’implantation de toutes les 
conditions pour satisfaire son intégration à la convention 
de la Haye. Cela occasionne parfois des délais mais aussi 
assurera une uniformité dans la procédure. Par exemple, 
il a été établi un quota par agence d’adoption.  Chacune 
a été octroyée 12 dossiers réguliers et 5 à besoin spéciaux. 
Nous avons donc la possibilité d’envoyer 17 dossiers par 
an à l’avenir. Ces quotas pourront être révisés à chaque 
an à leur discrétion.  À TDH Ontario, nos quotas sont 
atteints jusqu’en septembre 2015 mais nous ne sommes 
pas encore en liste d’attente pour 2015-2016. 
L’IBESR a entamé une procédure la semaine dernière 
pour favoriser le processus des dossiers qui y sont entrés 
avant le 1 er octobre 2014. Cela pourra donc signifier que 
les attributions pour les nouvelles familles dont le dossier 
est entré après pourra prendre 3 à 6 mois de plus que 
prévu.  
Nous avons des attributions possibles dans plus de 6 
crèches ce qui aidera grandement à ne pas avoir trop de 
délais.  
 
Our coordinator went to Haiti where she spent nearly a 
month. She worked on the new accreditation of TDH 
Ontario, met with various stakeholders and some crèches 
and coordinated volunteer visits. 
The IBESR is progressing in the implementation of all 
the conditions required to fit the criteria of the Hague 
Convention. This sometimes causes delays but will also 
ensure consistency in the procedure. For example, a 
quota has been established  for each adoption agency. 
Each agency was awarded 12 regular dossiers and 5 
special needs dossiers. TDH will have the ability to send 
17 cases per year in the future. These quotas may be 
revised each year at their discretion. At TDH Ontario, 
our quotas are filled until September 2015, and we are 
not yet on the waiting list for 2015-2016. 
The IBESR initiated a procedure last week to support the 
processing of dossiers entered before 1 October 2014. 
This could  mean that matches for new families whose 
cases came after may take 3 to 6 months more than 
expected. 
We have possible matches in more than six crèches, 
which will greatly help to speed things up. 
 

isabelle@tdh.ca 
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Honduras   

As of December 2014, a couple from Quebec finished their 
adoption of a 5-year-old boy with special needs. A single 
woman from Ontario received her 3rd proposal this week. 

emi@tdh.ca 

Ukraine  

From October to December 2014, two families in the Ukraine 
program completed their adoptions. Five children were 
adopted. One family adopted three girls; the other adopted a 
boy and a girl.  
 
As of February 2015, five families in the Ukraine program had 
completed their adoptions. Ten children were adopted, 6 girls 
and 4 boys, ranging in age from 2 to 5 years old.  
 
 

nadia@tdh.ca 

United States 

One family completed an adoption through the US this 
quarter. We are currently awaiting a Ministry decision, which 
would potentially allow us to open the programs to other states 
beyond New York. 

dorinda@tdh.ca 

Vietnam  

 Seven families from Quebec completed their adoptions from 
Vietnam.  Eight children were adopted (which includes a set of 
twins!) 

From January to March 2015, two families completed their 
adoptions.  Five proposals have been accepted, 16 families 
have open files and are waiting for proposals and four new 
contracts have been initiated. The families are starting their 
homestudies.  

dorinda@tdh.ca 
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Families Needed:  
*Please note that we are unable to share any specific information about special needs children unless the applicant has a 

completed home study and Ministry Approval, and the special need is in accord with the recommendation. 
  

Haiti:  
Voici les enfants en procédure qui attendent des familles: 

• Une fratrie de 2 filles de 10 et 11 ans, elles font parti d’une chorale; 
• Une fratrie d’une fille de 5 ans et son frère de 9 ans; 
• Une belle jeune fille de 8 ans; 
• Une fratrie d’une fille de 7 ans et son petit frère de 2 ans; 
• Un jeune garçon de 5 ans avec des besoins spéciaux au niveau des apprentissages; 
• Un garçon de 5 ans très sportif; 
• Une jeune orpheline de 15 ans qui parle anglais;  
• Un jeune de 12 ans très sportif et artiste, il chante et compose ses chansons. 

 

We are currently looking for families for some children in our Haiti Program: 

• A family of two girls aged 10 and 11, who are part of a choir 
• Siblings - a 5 year old daughter and 9 year old brother 
• A beautiful 8 year old girl 
• Siblings - a 7 year old girl and her two year old little brother  
• A 5 year old boy with special needs in learning 
• A very athletic 5 year old 
• A 15 year old orphan who speaks English 
• A very sporty and artistic 12 year old, he sings and writes songs. 

For details contact isabelle@tdh.ca 

 

Vietnam: 
A 1 year old adorable little boy who has distal limb deformities – 2 fingers on his left hand, left and 
right toes. No signs of other skeletal, cardiac or renal malformations. He also has active hepatitis. 
 A 4 month old girl who shows normal growth despite possible prematurity (2.1 kg at birth). She also 
has multiple digital malformations and mildly elevated liver function tests. 

A charming 5 month little boy with a condition known as bladder extrophy. He will need 
reconstructive surgery of his bladder and genital organs. 

A 4 month old boy with a possible heart condition. We are waiting for the medical report to have 
further information. 

For details contact dorinda@tdh.ca 
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Haiti Program Highlight:  

We are looking for a number of donations: 
 

• Summer clothes for children from 6 months to 8 
years 

• Shoes for babies up to size 3 children 
• Solid plastic toys 
• Large suitcases or hockey bags to bring and leave 

there because we now charge fees for luggage 
during air transport. 

• Donations towards buying seats to make two tables 
which sit 5 babies for $ 30 per seat 

• Strollers (small) 
• Car seats or baby loungers 
• Crib and single bed sheets. 
• Bottles with good nipples. 
• Cloth diapers. 

 

Nous avons besoin de beaucoup de don: 
 

• Des vêtements d’été pour les enfants de 6 mois à 8 
ans; 

• Des chaussures pour les bébés jusqu’au pointure 3 
d’enfants; 

• des jouets en plastique solide 
• Des grosses valises ou sacs de hockey pour apporter 

et laisser là-bas car maintenant on charge des frais 
pour les valises lors des transports aérien. 

• Des dons pour acheter des sièges pour fabriquer 
deux tables pour asseoir 5 poupons au coût de 30 $ 
par siège;  

• Des parcs pour bébé; 
• Des poussettes (petit format); 
• Des sièges d’auto ou transat de bébé; 
• Des draps de lit d’enfant et de lit simple. 
• Des biberons avec de bonnes tétines et 
• Des couches en tissus. 
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In January 2014 we travelled to Florida to meet 
Benjamin’s birth mom. Our experience was filled with 
so many emotions from our first meeting to being 
handed Benjamin at the hospital. A big thank you to 
the agencies we worked with, our family, friends and a 
very special thank you to our birth mom making our 
dream come true! 
 

Don and Jason 
 
Don and Jason welcomed home Benjamin, age 13 
months on February 20th, 2015. 
He was adopted at 3 days old from Florida, USA. 
 
 
don.nichols76@gmail.com  jason.arbuckle76@gmail.com 
 

Dre. Marie Gagnon welcomed 
home 
Philippe! He arrived in Quebec 
from Vietman in May 2014 at 
the age of 2 years and 7 
months.  
Toujours un beau bonhomme! 
Always the handsome little 
Guy! 
Below is a picture of the family 
celebrating a happy new year! 

"Depuis le 14 janvier 2015, nous sommes 
officiellement les heureux parents de Félix (Thanh 
Phong), âgé de 29 mois, originaire du Vietnam.   
Notre petit garçon nous comble de bonheur par sa 
belle énergie et sa personnalité si attachante!"  
 
Karine et Sébastien 
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Vickie Boudreau and Claude Leblanc welcome home 
three siblings from Ukraine!  
Daniel, 2.5 yrs old, Alexis, 5 yrs old and Victoria, 9 yrs 
old.  They arrived in Quebed on January 1, 2015.  
 

Noah Bellemare Arrived in Qc: 17th January 2015 
at age18 months from Vietnam. It is with great joy 
that the Cloutier-Bellemare family welcomes 
Noah, our coy and loving boy, full of life and a 
great delight to his parents and his big sister, 
Salomé. We had the great pleasure of meeting him 
for the first time on December 24, 2014 and we 
could not have hoped for a better gift! We wish to 
thank all those who assisted us during this long 
process. 

Noah Bellemare Agé de: 18 mois. Arrivée au QC : 
le 17 janvier 2015 Pays : Vietnam C'est avec 
beaucoup de bonheur que la famille Cloutier-
Bellemare vous présente Noah, un petit garçon 
taquin, affectueux et plein de vie qui fait le 
bonheur de ses parents et de sa grande soeur 
Salomé. Nous avons eu l'immense joie de faire sa 
connaissance pour la première fois le 24 décembre 
2014et nous ne pouvions espérer plus beau cadeau! 
Merci à tout ceux et celles qui nous ont aidé 
durant ce long processus.  

Patrice and Marie-Noel, and Salomé  (big Sister) 

 

 

 

Twins Rafaëlle and Jade came home from Vietnam at 
16 months old. The family spent Christmas in 
Vietnam and came home on January 2nd.  

  
 
Francois and Josée François, Josée, les jumelles 
(Rafaëlle et Jade) bisous au carré  
 

Twins arrived Jan 2, 
2015- 
 
From Vietnam 
 
Rafaëlle and Jade 
 
16 months old 
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To announce your New Arrival 
Email: Lee-Anne Maier at: lee-annemaier@tdh.ca 

Holland Vivian Page, now 
18 months old, arrived in 
Quebec from Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam in December 
2014. Greeting Holland at 
home were her five sisters, 
Mikaela, Olivia, Mercedes, 
Emiliah (from China) and 
Vienna (from Vietnam) as 
well as her brother Jacob 
(from South Korea). A 
huge thank you to Dorinda 
and all of the TDH team 
for all the hard work you 
did for us. You truly made 
our dream come true. 
Holland is such a blessing.  

 
xo,  
Michael, Lori and family  
Loripage72@hotmail.com 
 

Bruce, Karen and siblings Gabrel and Easton 
welcomed home Eliana Hien, age 2 from Ho Chi 
Minh City Vietnam.  Eliana came home to Alberta on 
January 26th.  

Karensortland@yahoo.com 

Laissez nous vous présenter Andreï Cédric Little-
Benoît. Andreï a 12 ans et est arrivé au Canada le 1 
janvier 2015. Nous n'aurions pas pu commencer 
l'année de meilleure façon. 
We are so excited to welcome you into our lives! 
Nous t'aimons beaucoup! 
  
Nathalie and Jonathan   
 
 

Other New Arrivals:  
 

• The Lavoie - Marcotte Family arrived home 
from Ukraine on February 17 2015 with their 9 
year-old boy and 7 year-old girl. 

 
• Annie Francis arrived home in Quebec on Feb 

18th, with her son Tri- Phong, 29 months old.   

 
• The Marmen Chenard family came home with 

their child on December 23rd. 
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1

Balasingam/Girard Family   (Quebec) 
 
Aasha-Colombe est venue se joindre à notre belle famille. 
Les aînés sont revenus de l’université et étaient très 
contents de voir leur nouvelle petite soeur. Céleste-Kirubai 
a trouvé très long le temps que maman a passé au 
Vietnam (presque un mois). Papa qui est très fier de ses 
deux filles. 
Toutes les fois que vous avez fait ces choses à l’un de ces plus 
petits de mes frères, c’est à moi que vous les avez faites. -
Matthieu 25;40   
 
Toute la famille est reconnaissante de ce don de l’Eternel! 
Voici une partie du chant d’Aasha -Colombe 
(Chacun de nos enfants ont un chant lorsqu’ils se joignent 
à notre famille … 
plus tard, même les très grands demandent à ce que 
maman le leur chante. 
 
Jolie petite Colombe  
Charmante poupée aux yeux noirs amande  
Tu grandis, tu t’épanouis  
Dans notre beau foyer, tu seras bien aimée! 
  
Notre Dieu qui veille des cieux  
Prend bien soin de toi,  surveille tous tes pas   
Il pourvoit à tes besoins  
Soleil du midi ou lune du matin 
  
Tes grands frères sont si fières  
Plus de rose à la maison, des jupes et des jupons 
Ta grande sœur, la belle Céleste, va tout t’enseigner  
Toi, son élève préférée… 
  

2

Here is the photo of our family taken during the Holidays 
when Aasha-Colombe came to join our beautiful family. 
The older brothers were all home from university and were 
very happy to see their new little sister. Celeste Kirubai 
found mommy’s absence much too long while away in 
Vietnam (almost a month). Dad is very proud of his two 
daughters. 
  
'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.   Matthew 25:40 
  
The whole family is grateful for this Gift from heaven! Here 
is part of the welcome lullaby for Aasha-Colombe (Each one 
of our children received one when they joined our family ... 
Later on, most of them still asked that mom sing it to them. 
  
  
Our pretty little Colombe (our Dove) 
Our lovely doll with the black almond eyes 
As you grow up, all your needs are met 
In our beautiful home, you shall be loved! 
  
God who watches over you from heaven above 
Takes care of you, watches your every step 
He caters all your wants and needs 
At every dawn, noon and sunset 
  
Your older brothers are so proud to have you around 
There’s more pink in the house, along with more skirts and dresses 
Your older sister, the beautiful Celeste, will teach you all you need 
to know 
You being her favorite student! 
  
 Pierrette 
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Family Story: 
Lettre ouvert/An Open Letter of Appreciation to TDH 
Le 8 mars 2015 (Lettre ouverte) 
 
 
Chère équipe TDH, 
 
Voici que mon conjoint et moi sommes de retour de l’Ukraine – en famille - après quelques deux mois 
et une semaine. 
 
Nos filles brillent de santé et de bonne humeur.  Comme vous le savez nous sommes au Canada depuis 
deux semaines – depuis samedi le 21 février.  Notre périple commençait le 14 décembre dernier. 
 
Par ce court message nous tenons à vous souligner toute notre reconnaissance.  Tant de l’équipe 
administrative ici à Montréal que de l’équipe de terrain, là-bas en Ukraine – en l’occurrence Ksenya la 
coordonnatrice en chef, Valentina notre interprète et Natalie, une autre interprète que nous avons eu le 
plaisir de côtoyer.  
 
Le professionnalisme, l’efficacité démontrée dans la dédale administrative du pays,  l’écoute et la 
gentillesse sont des qualités que nous avons toujours rencontrés - jour après jour -chez chacune de ces 
personnes.    
 
Nous voulons aussi souligner notre appréciation de la procédure générale d’adoption en Ukraine, en ce 
sens qu’elle permet véritablement de tisser les 
premiers fils de la relation avec les enfants.  Nos 
enfants comme vous le savez sont âgés de 8, 9 et 10 
ans et d’avoir pu les rencontrer dans leur contexte, 
leur milieu, jour après jour inlassablement nous a 
permis de mieux les connaître, d’apprécier aussi le 
regard et la gentillesse des éducateurs présents et 
autour. 
 
Nous croyons même que nos circonstances de 
rencontre étaient encore plus particulières et sans 
doute plus révélatrices de la résilience des 
éducatrices et de leur engagement envers les enfants 
puisque nous étions en territoire de conflit mais en 
zone protégée, à Sviatohirsk, où les enfants ont été 
évacués et que nous sentions que les enfants étaient 
leur centre d’attention, toujours. 
 
Bref : merci pour tout. 
Nous vous sommes très reconnaissants. 
 
 
Caroline Demers et François Bélanger 
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Family Story: 
Lettre ouvert/An Open Letter of Appreciation to TDH 
March 8th, 2015 (Open Letter) 

Dear TDH team, 

My husband and I are back from Ukraine, as a family after about 2 months and a week. 

Our girls have a healthy glow and are in very good spirits. As you know, we have been back in 
Canada for 2 weeks now, since Saturday, February 21st.  Our journey had started on December 
14th. 

With this short message, we wanted to let you know how grateful we are. As much for the 
administrative team here in Montreal as for the field team in Ukraine - Ksenya, the chief 
coordinator, Valentina our interpreter, and Natalie, another interpreter we had the chance to 
spend time with. 

We were very pleased with professionalism, the effectiveness of all the administrative process in 
the country. They are kind and good listeners, all qualities that we found in each of those 
persons, day after day. 

We also want to emphasize our appreciation of the 
adoption process in general in Ukraine, in the sense that 
it allows to really build the foundations of a relationship 
with the children. As you know, our kids are 8, 9 and 10 
years old and to be able to meet with them in their own 
environment, day after day, allowed us to get to know 
them better as well as appreciate the perspective and 
kindness of the educators all around them. 

We believe that even though the circumstances of our 
meeting were very particular, it told us so much about 
the resilience of the educators and their commitment to 
the children. We were in a conflict zone (but a protected 
one), in Sviatohirsk, where the children were evacuated 
and we always felt that they were the center of attention. 

In short: Thank you for everything. 

We are eternally grateful. 

Caroline Demers and François Bélanger 

(Translation: Isabelle Ferron)  
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Introducing our newest Board member, Lori Rosove 
 
As with all non-profit organizations in Canada, TDH Ontario has a 
volunteer Board of Directors overseeing its general operations. While a 
core of long-term Directors is desirable for stability and knowledge of the 
organization, it is just as vital to renew and revitalize the Board from time 
to time. In addition, the Board strives to have members with diverse work 
and life backgrounds, to give it a broader scope of understanding. 
 
In this spirit, we had the good fortune of welcoming Lori Rosove on board’ 
this past December. Lori is a registered social worker, educator and 
founder of The Adoption Source, an organization that provides a wide 
range of adoption support services in the Ottawa area.  

 
Lori has been working in the field of adoption since 1992. She is also 
the author of “Rosie’s Family,” a story about a beagle named Rosie 
who was adopted by a family of schnauzers. The book takes readers 
through Rosie’s questions about adoption, offering guidance for 
parents on answers to those questions. 
 
In recent years Lori’s work has focused on post-adoption support, 
where she noticed a disturbing gap in affordable and effective 
services. To address this Lori developed a multi-week course 
focusing on how to deal with the many issues adoptive families 

potentially face once their adoptive child is home. The course had 
been offered regularly by the Ottawa Children’s Aid Society and is now offered for private groups 
including individual families. Among the benefits of this course is connecting adoptive families with 
like families in their community and with local therapists who participate in the course and are then a 
familiar resource to the families should they need them. 
 
TDH Ontario Executive Director, Dorinda Cavanaugh, points out, “I’ve crossed paths with Lori at 
various adoption-community events over several years and was always impressed with her high degree 
of professionalism and her common sense approach. I knew she’d be a great addition to our Board.”  
 
Lori’s interest in taking on this volunteer role is to offer TDH her insights into the post-adoption needs 
of their client base, and to strengthen its operations through helping promote its adoption services. As 
summed up by Board President Marlene Alt, “We’re thrilled to have Lori on the Board and are already 
appreciating her ideas, energy and enthusiasm.”  
 
 

Marlene Alt 
communications@tdh.ca 



Les services

L’équipe

Ateliers de groupe en préadoption ou en 
postadoption;
Groupe parent/enfant « Tu m’adoptes, je 
t’adopte »;
Ateliers sur le sommeil et l’alimentation;
Groupe de soutien;
Consultations psychosociales et thérapeuti-
ques sur une base individuelle;
Consultations avec une infirmière;
Concertation avec d’autres professionnels : 
professeurs, médecins, éducateurs, 
orthophonistes, ergothérapeutes, etc.;
Formation aux professionnels et services de 
consultants.

Les services sont offerts par une équipe
de professionnelles :

une travailleuse sociale;
une psychoéducatrice;
une infirmière.

Les objectifs
Sensibiliser aux besoins de l’enfant adopté;
Favoriser une réflexion chez les participants 
sur leurs propres expériences d’attachement;
Consolider le lien d’attachement 
parent/enfant;
Préparer au rôle de parent adoptant;
Développer le soutien entre les participants.

Services gratuits
Services bilingues

Pour plus de détails :

514 521-1320, 
poste 6232 ou 6563

www.csssjeannemance.ca
adoption.internationale@ssss.gouv.qc.ca

4625, avenue De Lorimier
Montréal (Québec) H2H 2B4
www.csssjeannemance.ca

Service
d’adoption
internationale
Centre de santé et de services sociaux
Jeanne-Mance 

C
SSS Jeanne-M

ance - Service des com
m

unications : D
-0007-2010-08



The Services

The Team

Pre and post-adoption groups;
Parent/child groups  « Tu m’adoptes, 
je t’adopte »;
Workshops on sleeping and eating difficulties;
Support group;
Psychosocial or therapeutic individual
consultations;
Consultations with nurse;
Collaboration with other
professionnals such as teachers,
doctors, educators, speech therapists, etc.;
Professional training and consultations.

The services are given by a team of
professionals :

a social worker;
a psychoeducator;
a nurse.

The Objectives
To raise the level of sensitivity to the needs of 
the adopted child;
To promote a process whereby the partici-
pants reflect upon their own experiences with 
attachment.
To solidify parent/child attachment;
To prepare the participants in their role as 
adoptive parents;
To promote support amongst participants.

The services are free 
and bilingual.

For more details :

514 521-1320, 
Ext. 6232 or 6563

www.csssjeannemance.ca
adoption.internationale@ssss.gouv.qc.ca

4625, avenue De Lorimier
Montreal (Quebec) H2H 2B4
www.csssjeannemance.ca

Services in 
international 
adoption
Centre de santé et de services sociaux
Jeanne-Mance 
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Adoption in the Arts 
I created this piece in honour of my brother, whom we adopted when he was a toddler.  Though you 
wouldn’t know this by looking at him because he looks more like our mom then I do. My godmother is 
a foster parent, he came to live with her as a baby and we grew to love him very much. When it was 
time for him to find a forever home we could not let him go. While we were growing up my mom 
would always tell him, I was born from her tummy and he was born from her heart.  
 

Samantha Mazzuca  

 
“The first time I saw you, my heart whispered, “That’s the one”.  
 - Author Unknown 
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1

Even if some think of adoption as amazing 
That thought is not as amazing as the Founders of 
TDH! 
As they assist a little shining star from afar 
Although he or she may never know it 
One day that child will discover the efforts of some 
very special people 
A birth mother gave it life and some attention 
But also wanted to give it a better future. 
  
Meanwhile some special people were watching out 
and caring, making sure there’s are good parents 
waiting to give this child a real home and more 
loving care 
Assure its protection and safety 
Provide for its well being. 
This may not seem possible at times due to all kinds 
of rules on paper. 
Still, some will stir up the heavens and the earths if 
need be. 
Defy bureaucracy and any rules that make no sense 
To make sure no child gets left out and remains 
without loving parents 
That noble purpose and goal has in itself a lot of 
merit. 
  
Life's expectations are not always fulfilled when 
expected 
Time lines are never what one hopes for 
Illness can set in including stressful moments 
Impatience and even mistakes can appear in 
documents 
To err is human in all humans  
Faxes misplaced, power failures, technical problems 
Lost mail, misplaced documents, changed laws, new 
forms. 
Praying every moment that every child may leave the 
orphanage. 
Find caring loving parents, better sooner than later… 
Among the nicest things to see after seeing a video or 
a picture 
Is the real child in the arms of new parents. 
 
Even knowing at times there are no sheets or 
mattresses in cribs 
No vaccinations, or extra vitamins or treatments in 
certain places 
Children can suffer from various conditions at birth 
To see their radiant smile on their faces 
Seeing a new child and knowing inside 
Someone truly wanted him or her and it shows. 

2

Their eyes twinkle when they feel loved. 
They will all be survivors and grateful 
If prejudices can be erased once and for all. 
  
Something happens in the Heavens 
Like a song that sings a glad tiding of new life 
We've chosen an angel to fill our home 
It's been given a second chance, a new course 
A nest has been found for this little bird 
And soon it will have its own wings to grow 
To fly to its new home with caring parents and 
siblings 
Including all the loving care its tender heart needs 
Even if as times there will be tears and emotions 
When seeing a strange new face as it appears. 
  
Despite the anger and the frustration 
of those who lose patience in the wait 
Schedules fouled and airlines on strike 
An embassy not working certain days  
A name misspelled on a document 
A file gone astray, a birth mother hard to find 
Still in the end it is still about a consent on a form  
Delivering a child with all the pains that go with it. 
Nothing worth having is ever made easy. 
Neither is giving the care of the life of a child to 
another. 
After all the grueling paperwork and bureaucracy 
Finding the perfect match is a labor of love. 
  
Some may not even take the time to say, "thank 
you." 
for all you’ve done as the Midwives of these 
abandoned ones. 
Still someone in Heaven surely knows. 
The sacrifices and the woes, the sleepless nights 
Thousands of emails and miles traveled, meetings 
galore etc. 
Emails at two in the morning from a hospital bed, 
the anxiety 
Someone wished upon a star and hoped destiny was 
on their side 
Were it not for people like you, this little being 
wouldn’t be in loving arms. 
Many know it and the gracious ones say it. 
“You’ve made our dream come true!”  
 
Some may share a greeting, a card and a photo 
once in awhile 
Send some words of cheer, of get well, have a great 
year. 

Ode to the founders of TDH! 
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3

Realizing what a fine people you truly are.. 
Helping these helpless ones find a real home. 
 
But when children themselves upon becoming adults 
come to say, 
"I know TDH was able to help me find real parents," 
"All Thanks to you, I now have a family." 
How can I give something back? 
How can I help another who, like me, wanted parents? 
What humanitarian aid can I offer? 
Can I volunteer some time or assistance? 
Can I help out at an orphanage? 
Can I help with some fund-raising? 
Well, the angels start to sing. 
 
We knew it never was about a dossier number. 
A file in a department, classified confidential. 
A rebirth has been facilitated into the arms of another. 
Values have taken on a new life,  
Even if laws have sealed the document making it legal. 
But what truly matters, after all the paperwork is done 
and filed away… 
A little bird has grown new wings and has found a safe 
shelter 
Love, caring, education and new parents, siblings and 
relatives 
A new family, a new home, a future, a new destiny, a 
new life 
Well that just deserves an A ++ 
 
Amazingly, Amazing! For all the efforts! 
It's what it's all about. 
Making a difference! 
It's what, in the end, truly matters. 
 
A parent, a child, a youth, has added a glowing 
attitude to the world of being at times cruel and 
uncaring. 
A kind of transformation has taken place in some 
the cocoon has melted away its outer skin 
This new butterfly has emerged and is now searching  
for ways to make a difference and give something back. 
The Dragonfly has added a glitter of new hope 
When seeing the flowers of a New Garden. 
It dashes in all directions. 
 
The laughter of the children serves as my witness. 
Its sounds the same in any language. 
Happy Fête de TET.. 
Happy New Year!  
Joyeuse Anniversaire 
TDH, turned 40 in 2014. 
 

4

 
Whatever you celebrate, in years to come 
Making a difference is what you do best. 
Where love and laughter sees no frontiers 
or borders, like a bird when hovering over! 
Regardless of the seasons or the nations you've toiled 
in 
A sun is always shining on those who care. 
Especially those who make a difference in the lives of 
these orphaned children! 
Because it's hard to think of anything more important 
than the future of this planet's children. 
To assure an ever-advancing civilization  
Growing in maturity every day 
To find Peace and create a better world 
and a better home for all Earth's children. 
Let it be this Generation! 
TDH, as its founders, you've made that difference. 
All the lives and all the TDH faces smiling bear 
witness 
All remember the whys, of what you do. 
All of the reason we toast you for this very purpose! 
 
On behalf of all who appreciated the difference who've 
made in their lives. 
 
 

Maria Couchtari 
maria@tdh.ca 
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Joanna, a TDH mom shared this beautiful picture with us: 

“I wanted to share a picture of our family that I think describes 

adoption. It probably isn't what is expected but it describes family 

to me. My 4.5 yr old son, Liam, has arthrogryposis which causes 

stiff joints and muscle weakness, and he holds markers often 

between his pointer and middle finger to draw. He was adopted 

from Vietnam about 4 years ago. He drew this picture of our 

family out of the blue and then gave it to me saying, "I made it for 

you. I wanted to make you happy." It is a picture of me with a 

patterned dress holding my husband's hand and Liam right by us. 

He is so thoughtful and sweet. It is because he was adopted and is 

loved that he is learning to love others too. And he has come so 

far physically because of much focused attention so he could even 

produce this art. This picture shows me all about adoption and all 

about what love can do! “ 

 
Please share your follow-up stories and photos of your family 
with us in future TDH Canada newsletters.  
 

lee-annemaier@tdh.ca 

"A picture is worth a thousand words" 
Happy New Year! 
 
We hope you all had a wonderful holiday period with 
friends and family. 
 
As you could imagine ours was memorable and very 
special! 
 
We spent our holiday as a family in Florida warming 
our toes and our hearts. 
 
We are all doing great - Dasha is liking school and is 
speaking and reading English quite well. 
 
She has made some good friends and overall is very 
happy. 
 
We just celebrated her 11th birthday this past weekend! 
Time really flies! 
 
Thank you. 
 
All the best, 
Randi and Spiro and Dasha 
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TDH Canada Can Benefit From Your Shopping! 
 
You can support TDH Canada with your shopping!   
You can help us earn extra funds without costing you 
anything more. It's really easy.  Amazon, The Bay, 
Apple Store Canada, Gap Canada, Chapters and 
over 1,570 other great stores are just a click away.  
Helping is just a click away. Just visit iGive.com or 
download the App, click on your favorite store, and 
you're done. They’ll do the rest!  
 

 
The only hitch?  You may need to login the first time you visit, but they’ll remember you 
after that.   
 
After you visit a store, iGive.com will confirm your visit on their site.  After you make a 
purchase, they'll let you know when the store has confirmed your purchase.  You'll know 
precisely how much you're helping TDH Canada.  Best of all, iGive.com will automatically 
send checks directly to TDH Canada. 
 

Call for contributors! 
En fusant les infolettres de TDH Ontario et TDH pour les Enfants ensemble, nous faisons l'effort d'inclure du contenu 
en français et en anglais. Alors, afin de renforcer notre contenu en français, nous recherchons des volontaires qui 
voudraient bien traduire, corriger et / ou contribuer au contenu original qui est en anglais.  
 
With the merging of the TDH Ontario and Terre des Hommes pour les enfants newsletters; we are making an effort to 
include content in both English and French. In order to build upon our French content, we are looking for volunteers 
who would be willing to translate, proof read and/or contribute original content.  

Here are some of the things we are presently looking for: 

• Articles about adoption 

• Family adoption stories 

• Follow-up family stories (where are we now, visits to birth countries, raising children with special 

needs...) 

• Cultural connections to Haiti, Honduras, Ukraine, USA or Vietnam 

• Reviews of adoption in the arts (films/literature/music/art) 

• Adoption/Family Photography: "A Picture is Worth 1000 Words"  

• Original works of art/poetry/writing  

• TDH or adoption fundraising success/ideas 

Please contact lee-annemaier@tdh.ca if you have something you'd like to contribute to a future newsletter. 
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